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Oswald bid questioned 

Judge cites book sales in exhumation request 


By CARL FREUND 

Fori Worth Bureau of The Newi 

FORT WORTH — An appeals court 
judge suggested Thursday that a Brit- 
ish author wants to open the Lee Har- 
vey Oswald grave to promote the sale 
of a book. 

Referring to Michael H.B. Ed- 
dowes, Associate Justice Joe Spurlock 
of the Fort Worth Court of Civil 
Appeals said, “We’ve got a man here 
from London who wants to sell his 
book.” 

Spurlock made the comment from 
the bench as the 3-member appeals 
court heard arguments to determine 
if it should overturn a decision by 
U.S. Dist. Judge James Wright. 
Wright rejected a request by Ed- 
dowes that he order Tarrant officials 
to open the grave to determine if it 
actually holds Oswald’s body. 

Eddowes claims a Soviet secret 
agent posed as Oswald while assassi- 
nating President Kennedy on a Dal- 
las street Nov. 22, 1963. After Jack 
Ruby killed, the Soviet agent, Ed- 
dowes contends, he was buried in 
Rose Hill Cemetery on the east edge 
of Fort Worth. 

MEMBERS OF Oswald’s family call 
the theory farfetched. 

Eddowes attended the appeals 
court hearing. 

Marguerite Oswald, who chal- 
lenged the Warren Commission con- 
clusion that her son killed President 
Kennedy, sat near the back of the 
small courtroom. She appeared agi- 
tated when lawyers referred to the 
assassination and left hurriedly at 
the conclusion of the hearing 
without making comments to report- 
ers. 

Wright ruled against Eddowes as a 
matter of law, saying there was no 
need for a trial. 


John E. Collins, an Irving lawyer 
who represents Eddowes, asked the 
appeals court to overturn Wright’s 
decision and to require further pro- 
ceedings in the author’s efforts to 
open the grave. 

The appeals court is expected to is- 
sue its ruling within two weeks. 

Veteran observers predicted it 
will rule against Eddowes, based on 
courtroom comments by Spurlock 
and Chief Justice Frank Massey, who 
asked numerous questions. 

ASSISTANT Dist. Atty. Fred Schatt- 
man urged the jurists to reject Ed- 
dowes’ p)lea. 

Schattman argued: 

• Eddowes filed his suit in the 

wrong county because Oswald was 
slain in Dallas County and the Texas 
Code of Criminal Procedure specifies 
autopsies are the responsibility of 
“the medical examiner of the county 
in which the death occurred.’’ 

• Eddowes lacks legal standing 
to file the suit under Texas law. 

• The Texas Legislature gave 
medical examiners — not district 
courts — full discretion to determine 
if further autopsies are needed. 

Massey said, “As I understand 
your argument, you have built three 
fences and he hasn’t crossed over 
any of the three.” 

“That is correct,” Schattman re- 
plied. 

Collins argued that because Ed- 
dowes has raised questions about the 
identity of the body, it is mandatory 
officials open the grave and make 
further studies to determine whether 
Oswald or a Soviet agent was buried 
in the cemetery. 

“It is curious indeed that the dis- 
trict attorney takes the position the 
general public has only a passing in- 
terest in seeing that he carries out 


the duties imposed on him by law,” 
Collins said. 

Dist. Atty. Tim Curry and the late 
Dr. Feliks Gwozdz, who served as Tar- 
rant County medical examiner, re- 
jected Eddowes’ request that they 
open the grave. They said they saw 
no reason to put taxpayers to the ex- 
pense and to risk a damage suit by 
the Oswald family. 

SPURLOCK IMPLIED he was not 
impressed by Collins’ arguments. 

“I see a Dallas (Morning) News re- 
porter sitting in our audience,” Spur- 
lock said. “It would seem to me that 
he would have more of a legitimate 
interest in seeking an order to open a 
grave since he wants to present news 
to his readers. But if we let him force 
officials to open a grave, where do we 
stop? Couldn’t the other members of 
the news media listening to these ar- 
guments also file requests? They also 
have an interest in providing infor- 
mation.” 

Collins said the sale of the book is 
“only a minor part of this case.’’ The 
lawyer said Eddowes has a public in- 
terest in helping unravel mysteries 
that still shroud the Kennedy assassi- 
nation. 

Collins emphasized that three Tar- 
rant County residents — Dr. Edward 
B. Richards, William Grant Grady 
and Jerry Pittman — joined Eddowes 
in filing the suit. 

Schattman repeatedly attacked Ed- 
dowes’ motives during his argument. 
He referred to Eddowes as “this inter- 
loper, this stranger, this foreign na- 
tional . . . who wants a cohrt order 
based on his curiosity and, perhaps, 
the desire to promote sales of his 
book.” 

Schattman emphasized an autopsy 
was done before the body was buried 
on a bleak day in 1963. 


